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SUBJECT: MCGOVERN STATEMENTS UPON DEPARTING LISBON 

SUMMARY: UPON DEPARTING LISBON SEPT. 23, SENATOR MCGOVERN TOLD PRESS 
HE WILL RECOMMEND U.S. ASSISTANCE TO PORTUGAL WITHIN A KIND OF 
ATLANTIC CONSORTIUM WITH EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. HE SAID PORTUGUESE 
LEADERS TOLD HIM THEY WERE EAGER FOR AMERICAN AID. HE ALSO SAID 
HE HAD SEEN NO EVIDENCE OF AN "ECONOMIC BOYCOTT" IN PORTUGAL. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. AID PLAN: IN AN AIRPORT DEPARTURE PRESS CONFERENCE, SENATOR 
MCGOVERN SAID. "I SHALL RECOMMEND URGENTLY UPON MY RETURN TO 
WASHINGTON THAT THE UNITED STATES JOIN WITH EUROPEAN NATIONS 
TO OFFER PORTUGAL SUBSTANTIAL FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
ON REASONABLE TERMS. TO THE MAXIMUM POSSIBLE EXTENT, THIS 
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ADMINISTRATION. AN ATLANTIC CONSORTIUM FOR PORTUGAL, WHICH I 

WILL PROPOSE, WOULD DEMONSTRATE THAT THE PURPOSE OF AID IS NOT 

DOMINATION, BUT DEVELOPMENT--NOT MANIPULATION BY ONE COUNTRY, BUT 

THE FRIENDSHIP OF MANY...." IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, HE SAID 

THAT THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY APPARENTLY WILL PROVIDE AN AID PACKAGE OF 

$75 

TO $80 MILLION, AND HE THOUGHT THE U.S. SHOULD OFFER AN EQUAL 
AMOUNT. HE SAID HE BELIEVED THE CONGRESS WOULD BE FAVORABLE TO 
SUCH AN ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, ALTHOUGH HE WAS SPEAKING AS ONE 
SENATOR ONLY. SENATOR ALSO SAID HE WOULD RECOMMEND EMERGENCY 
U.S. ASSISTANCE FOR ANGOLAN RETURNEES, INCLUDING FOOD FOR PEACE 
ALLOCATIONS. 

2. AMERICAN ECONOMIC PRESENCE: IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION ABOUT 
AMERICAN AID IN CONTEXT OF U.S. BUSINESS FIRMS ALLEGEDLY LEAVING 
PORTUGAL, SENATOR SAID HE REGRETTED ANY AMERICAN COMPANIES LEAVING 
PORTUGAL NOW, AS HE THOUGHT THEY WOULD HAVE A USEFUL ROLE AND 

A WELCOME ONE IN THE NEXT YEARS IN PORTUGAL. HE SAID, ALSO IN 
RESPONSE TO A QUESTION. THAT HE HAD SEEN "NO EVIDENCE OF AN 
ECONOMIC BOYCOTT" IN PORTUGAL. 

3. TWO NATIONS' RELATIONSHIPS: SENATOR WAS ASKED IF THERE COULD 
BE OPPOSITION TO GIVING AID TO PORTUGAL, AS THE PORTUGUESE 
REGIME MIGHT NOT BE FAVORABLE TO THE U.S. ', SENATOR REPLIED 
THAT HE FELT THE REGIME IN FACT WOULD BE FRIENDLY TO THE U.S., 

AND THAT HE SAW NO REASON FOR THE TWO COUNTRIES NOT TO BE 
FRIENDS. 

4. U.S. INTERFERENCE: ASKED IF U.S. AID WOULD BE WELCOME IN 
LIGHT OF CHARGES OF U.S. INTERFERENCE, SENATOR SAID HE SAW 
NO EVIDENCE OF U.S. INTERFERENCE AND THAT ALLL HIGH-LEVEL 
PORTUGUESE LEADERS WITH WHOM HE HAD SPOKEN HAD PRESSED HIM 
FOR ADDITIONAL U.S. ASSISTANCE. 
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